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Programme

The new season is well underway. In October we have

· Monday 7th : League 2

· Monday 14th : Swiss Pairs

· Monday 21st : Swiss Teams

· Monday 28th : League 3

New pairs and teams can enter the Swiss Pairs and Teams, provided they notify the Chief Tournament Director in advance. 

Other dates for your diary

· Bredon Vale Cup – entries are one or two teams from any affiliated club - is on Sun 20th October at CBC.

· Lesley Everett Teams takes place on Sun 27th October.

· Leonard Cup takes place on  Sun 17th November.

Club Qualifying Rounds

Clubs are asked to hold heats for the County Pairs, County Knock-Out and Ace of Clubs. If you haven’t qualified for any of these yet, do pester your club to hold a heat. In each case the top half of the field qualifies for the next round, and there is no entry fee involved.


Committee News

At the meeting of the County Committee in September, it was agreed that the entry fee for Dawes matches must go up to £4 per person – the first increase since charges for the event were introduced many years ago.

The next two committee meetings are 4th December and 2nd March. If you have any issues to be raised at these, please contact any committee member.
Dimmie Fleming Award

A few months ago your county committee nominated Peter Walker for the EBU’s Dimmie Fleming Award award  for long and selfless contribution to the running of the game.

Peter has been actively involved in bridge for over 35 years. He became involved in bridge in the late 1960’s after returning from Rhodesia. He was County Chief Tournament Director for 12 years and Committee member for a further 2 years. He has been instrumental in running the Cheltenham Bridge Club for many years and has been its Chairman on a number of  occasions. 

Previously the award has been received by Joyce Dancey and by Alan & Hilda Cleverly.

GCBA Results

The winners of the Visitors’ Night special which allowed each pair to team up with the Welsh International team as it won two matches in the European Championships in Italy this year, were Megan Davis & Margaret Sykes (NS) and Ian Contable & Angela Verrion (EW).

In the GCBA organised one-day Swiss Teams at Cheltenham Racecourse, the winners were Richard Chamberlain & Chris Kinloch, Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields. But they were only one point ahead of the team of Richard Hennel & Barbara Janes, Geoff & Joan Peel – who had beaten them by 1 imp in the penultimate round! 

In the Inter Club Knock-Out (NICKO) there are 10 teams from the county entered. The Cheltenham teams meet Bristol (3 times), West-of-England (twice), Malvern and Hereford. The teams from British Energy meet Bath and Nailsea. The team from Chalford  plays Malvern.

In the Hubert Philips (English Mixd Teams) we have two teams –one  led by Geoff Paterson and one by Andrew Kambites – now in the fourth round (last 32 teams).

In the Gold Cup, Richard Butland, Richard Chamberlain, Keith Stanley, Andrew Kambites, John Rookwood & Derek Rue play Ken Ford of Surrey for a place in the quarter-finals.

Swiss Pairs

The first session saw 37 pairs compete and all arrangements went smoothly. Leaders after three matches are Ian Constable & Alan Wearmouth (56), then David Atthey & Andrew Kambites (53), Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields (51) and Don & Veronica Chidgey (51). After  the Goodlocks  and Bird & Coss, both on 50, there is a large gap to the seventh pair.
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This hand is an illustration of how the most horrible contracts can generate good results. East opened a strong 1NT and South ended up playing in 3(.

West, will little to guide him led a low heart and now declarer could finesse in that suit and throw both his losing diamonds. Now a diamond ruff, club to dummy, another diamond ruff and another club to dummy got him seven tricks. 

He tried another diamond ruff now but got over-ruffed and went off. He had forgotten that West still had the queen of hearts, so a heart ruff would have been safe.

That would be eight tricks and he can now exit in clubs and wait for his (Q to make a trick behind East’s ace-king. Scoring +140 would have scooped all the match points. Yet it’s hard to criticise the defenders.

Swiss Teams

We started with 19 teams this year, and four teams managed to get two wins. The leaders with 35 are Norah Allen & Liz Davies, Geoff Hardy & Roger Nicholls. Three of the teams who reached the last four last year are in places 2-4.
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This hand gained useful points for last year’s winners when Peter Waggett had bid to a hopeless-looking 4( contract. The auction is not disclosed – but many others reached game too.

The opening lead was a spectacular and successful looking (K, which was followed by another diamond to the ten and a third round.

Peter ruffed high and pushed out the top trump, but East grabbed this to play a fourth diamond. He was presumably looking for a trump promotion but he should have realised from South’s bidding that his partner had no more trumps.

But could it hurt? Yes! Again declarer ruffed high and now when he cashed all his heart winners, West was squeezed in clubs and spades and a tenth trick came from nowhere.


County League

We have the same entry (20 teams) as last year but welcome some new faces. After two matches the leaders in Division One are a new team – John Atthey & John Rookwood, Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields. Leading division two is KA & Veronica Rahim, Goddard & Nuttall. Leading division three is Steve Evans & Lesley Harrison, Geoff & Joan Peel.

The Division One leaders had an unfortunate accident on this hand from their second match (against last year’s winners)
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The West hand was able to open a very descriptive 1NT after which the East hand looked quite powerful. East produced a 2( transfer to 2(, and then continued with a 4( splinter. This showed shortage in diamonds and some slam interest – an agreement with much to recommend it.

The West hand has obvious attractions with useful holdings in both black suits as well as  an honour in hearts. So West pulled out 4NT, over which East showed his ace and KQ of trumps with a 5( response.

Oops – one too high already! A conversion to 6( was allowed a free ride and the opening leader cashed two aces. That cost 11 imps when responder simply signed off in 4( over a similar 1NT opener in the other room.

TOLLEMACHE Team Selection


The Tollemache Sub-Committee (Richard Butland, Paul Denning and Keith Stanley) have selected these 5 pairs from the Tollemache squad  to play in the qualifying round in Coventry.  (NPC will be Roger Jackson).


Richard Butland & Graham Cornell 


Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites


Paul Denning & Adrian Thomas


Derek Rue & Keith Stanley


Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields (01242-570710), ctd@gcba.org.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

