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Programme

The Monday Programme for October is:

·  6th    League 2

·  13th  Swiss Pairs 2

·  20th  Swiss Teams 2

·  27th  League 3

Also: Everett Cup: Sun 2 Nov at 2.15 pm: Cheltenham Bridge Club. A teams-of-four event, open to all Gloucestershire teams and invited teams from neighbouring counties. 

On Wednesday  October 1st Andrew Kambites will hold another seminar (approx 1.5-2 hours) at Cheltenham Bridge Club: start 7pm.Topics covered will be: teams-of-four and opening leads. All Welcome. 

County Team News              Gloucestershire’s Tollemache team will be: Paul Denning & Adrian Thomas, Andrew Kambites & Richard Chamberlain, Richard Butland & Graham Cornell, Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields. 

Director stories

Husband was getting increasingly irritated as wife continually failed to lead hearts despite the fact that he had bid them twice. Eventually his patience snapped. He took the (A K Q from his hand, tore them into little pieces and threw them onto the ground saying: ‘I  clearly have no use for these’.

Wife produced an excuse that in a more lucid moment even hubby would have realised had some justification: She said ‘I haven’t got any hearts’. 

The director was called  and by this time it had dawned on hubby that he might find it hard

 to explain away his behaviour. However this well-practiced MCP has years of experience at self-justification. He said: ‘I am awfully sorry Mr Director: I dropped them and they broke. The club really does need better quality cards.’ 

Summer Competitions

Can you see how West can make 6( on this hand from the summer teams? South make a weak jump overcall of 2( during the bidding and led a spade, taken by (A

Draw trumps and play (A followed by (9. 
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North must take (K and perhaps exits with a spade. Trump it, enter dummy with a trump to cash (Q and run your trumps. With three cards left West has (Q 9 and a trump, North has (K 4 and (J and East has (A 5 and ( 9. On the last trump North is squeezed. He must retain his club guard so he bares the (K. East discards the now redundant (9 and West makes tricks 12/ 13.  

The summer teams was won by Uncle Tom Cobley and multiple relatives. A freak result left six pairs in a tie for the lead: Patrick Shields, Graham Sadie, Jim Simons, Peter Waggett and Joe and Wendy Angseesing.

The summer pairs was won by Val Constable, who also    took the handicap competition. And she wasn’t even playing with her normal handicap!

The winners on visitors’ evening on Monday Sept 1 were: Barbara Driver/Barbara Janes (N/S)  and Tony Hill/John Petterson (E/W).

National Results        

The Welsh foursomes was won by Andrew Kambites, Richard Chamberlain, Patrick Shields and Paul Denning, scoring 171 out of  220 Their only loss in the 11 round Swiss was in the second round to Ann Swannell’s team by 1 IMP. 

Well done to Ann Swannell  and Ray Foulds who finished 37th out of nearly 600 pairs in the Swiss Pairs at Brighton. Derek Rue and Keith Stanley were 4th in the Seniors’ teams after leading with 1 round left.

The following hand from Brighton gave me an interesting decision. At green vulnerability your partner opens 1NT first in hand and you hold:

( 8 6 4  ( 9 6 3  ( 9 7 6  ( J  9 7 3   

You probably have system to cope when 1NT is doubled, but what are the best tactics before it is doubled? No doubt your vulnerable opponents can make game, or take you for a hefty penalty. If you pass it is possible that 1NT undoubled will be the contract, but surely  your LHO is waiting to double! 

I decided to try a Stayman 2( in an attempt to muddy the water. The great advantage of this is that double now probably shows clubs rather than a good hand. I struck lucky. The next hand had a powerhouse but double only asked for a club lead. We escaped into 2(, and the opponent with the weaker hand (with (A Q x) was not confident enough to double. My partner’s face as I lost the first 8 tricks was a picture, but our opponents were not smiling!

My normal style is to double a conventional bid to show the suit, but to avoid this type of embarrassment I play that a double of Stayman or a transfer bid by an un-passed hand shows a hand that would have made a penalty double of 1NT. 

Understanding The  Lawbook
A reasonable standard pair had the following auction 

South
North                         1(
  
4NT                         5(

5(                              6(           

Before bidding 5( North hesitated. Only one ace was missing and the slam made easily. East/West complained about ‘Hesitation Blackwood’ and the score was adjusted back to 5(. The TD explained that while he was confident that South believed 6( was the correct bid, the hesitation had made it safer to bid 6(, because if there had been two aces missing North would have no reason to dither. The players sensibly resolved to decide what to do after each response before using Blackwood.

Then their opponents bid:

West
East                             1(
  
3(                         4NT
5(                              5(         6(
West hesitated before 5(. East had:

( 8 7 6   ( A  6 3 2   ( A 7 4   ( A 9 7

They called the director. East said that 5( showed 0 or 3 aces. West clearly thought he had 0 so 6( was obvious. Since he had showed 10-12 points he couldn’t have more than 3 aces.  The TD rightly allowed 6( because although East had unauthorised information from the hesitation, East had  a clearcut bridge reason for bidding the slam. Note that the director would not have suggested this to East. It was up to East to make an unanswerable case for his actions on bridge merit, which he did.

I must emphasise that this sort of ruling is rare. If your partner uses Blackwood, hears the answer and signs off at the five level after a hesitation you would normally be ill advised to bid a slam. Unless there are very unusual circumstances you will get the worst of all worlds. If it makes your score will be adjusted downwards, while if it fails you keep your bad score.

Bridge Tips
With each of the following hands you would open 1( at love all.

( A K T 9 8 6   ( A 6 3 2  ( 7  ( 8 4 

( T 9 8 6 3 2   ( 8  6 3 2   (A  ( A K  

The bidding quickly becomes very competitive. What do you do now after the following sequence?

South  West  North  East                      1(      2(      4(       5(         ?

Both hands have identical shape, and two aces and a king. However there the similarity ends.

In the first hand you have plenty of playing strength, but you are by no means confident of beating 5(. It wouldn’t surprise you very much if you led the (A and saw it ruffed, particularly because your partner has shown length in spades. You should bid 5(.

In the second hand you are reasonably confident of beating 5(, but your trick taking potential in 5( is far less.  This time your high cards are not helping to establish winners in your long suits. You should double 5(.
High cards in your short suits, or your opponents’ long suits suggest defending rather than bidding on in a competitive auction. High cards in your long suits suggest it might be better to bid on.  
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Contributions welcome - to Andrew Kambites 01453 762258  carol@kambites.freeserve.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

