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Programme

The Monday Programme for October is:

· 4th      League 1

· 11th    Swiss Pairs 2

· 18th    Swiss Teams 2

· 25th    Mens / Ladies Pairs

Other dates for your diary

17th  Bredon Vale Cup

24th  Lesley Everett Cup

Bridge Stories

Question: ‘What are you playing?

Answer: ‘Crap bidding and acrimonious response’.

GCBA Results          The Summer Pairs winners were: Vanessa Allinson (handicap competition) and   Wendy Angseesing (scratch)

The Summer teams was won by Patrick Shields   

National Results    Congratulations to Roger Jackson’s team who came second in the Seniors Teams congress at Brighton.

Tony Truluck and Noel Downes are in Hereford team which has reached the final of the Nicko Plate 

The England Under 20 team came 9th  in the European championships at Prague. The partnership of John Atthey and Laura MacDougall came out as one of the leading pairs present on the  cross-imping and they have been awarded the EBU ‘Young Pair of the Year award,’. 

Stories from Brighton The following hand features two smart pieces of  play.

	
	( K Q 5

( 10 9 8 6

( J 3

( K Q 6 2
	

	( 8 6 4

( 5 3

( K 9 7 6

( A 9 8 4
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  J T 3 2

( J 7 2

( A Q 8 4 2

(  T

	
	( A 9 7

( A K Q 4

( T 5 

( J 7 5 3
	


The  first declarer was in the somewhat dubious contract of 3NT. The lead was a spade. How do you think he avoided a diamond switch when he conceded the (A?

He won  (A in hand, and led a club to dummy’s (K. So far, so good, but East’s (T suggested that he might have the opportunity to make a violent signal for a diamond switch on the next round of clubs. Our declarer returned to his hand with the (Q, giving the illusion he was taking a finesse. He then led a second club. No doubt West could have risen with the (A, getting a clear signal for a diamond switch, but the illusory heart finesse persuaded West that South must have a big diamond to justify the 1NT opening, so West was not inclined to set up a third club trick for declarer. With two club tricks in the bag declarer wisely ran for home.

The second declarer was in the far more desirable contract of 4(. On a spade lead he exhibited excellent technique to overcome the 4-1 club break. He won with the (K in dummy, drew trumps in three rounds, led a club to dummy’s (K, returned to his hand with the (A and played a second club, dummy’s (Q winning. He then cashed his last spade and exited with a diamond. Whichever defender won the second diamond would be endplayed. If West won it he would have to lead from his (A 10 around to declarer’s remaining (J 7, or give a ruff-and-discard. If East won the second diamond trick he would not even have the choice: anything would concede a  ruff-and-discard.

Verbal diahorrea (a condition I am told I have) costs contracts. In the next hand I, as declarer, took advantage of some helpful comments by my left hand-opponent during the bidding. 
	
	( 8 6 2

( K T 2

( T 8

( J 8 7 6 3
	

	( A Q 9 7

( J 7 4

( A J 6 4

( 5 2
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:  -
	(  K T 7 3

( A Q 9 6 53

( Q

( Q T

	
	( 5 4

( 8

( K 9 7 5 32

( A K 9 4
	


South
West
North  East                                      -           
-            -          1( 2(       
P           P         Dbl P
      
P           P

West was busy explaining to his partner that he wasn’t sure that it was correct to play for penalties of 2(  (too true!).  A heart was led to  East’s (Q. East then tried to cash the (A, which I ruffed. West’s comments suggested it was unlikely he held (A Q J 6 4 so I smiled pleasantly at East, innocently enquired whether he had a singleton diamond honour and laid down the (K, pinning the (Q. The defenders were   sufficiently disorientated to let me make two overtricks on a hand where they had 4( or 4( laydown,
	
	( K 7 4 2

( A 6 5 3

( J 6 2

( K 4
	

	( J 9 6 

( J 8 7 2

( A 8 7

( 8 5 2
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  5

( Q 4

( K 9 4 3

( A Q J T 7 6

	
	(A Q T 8 3

( K T 9

( Q T 5

( 9 3
	


Finally, you are in 4(. With just 3 aces missing it seems a good contract. However your right-hand-opponent has opened 1( and your left-hand-opponent leads (2 to his partner’s (A. You have four clubs in each hand. Can you make it hard for defenders will miss the three!! ruffs available?

Dummy :
( Q 8 6 4

Your hand:
( K J T 9

Too many players will automatically drop (K under (A. This isn’t too bright because with (J T 9 2 West would have led (J. Indeed with any two touching club honours West would not lead (2, so the only card to create any uncertainty is (T. If, like me, you need a few seconds to work it out  it is fatal to play quickly from dummy and then dither over what to play from hand. I paused before playing from dummy, dropped the (T and somehow got away with it!
Understanding The  Lawbook
In the hand below East opens a Precision 2( which is natural and South ends up in 3(. West leads the (5 and North’s (K is taken by East’s (A. East cashes the (Q and West hesitates before playing the (2. East now switches to his trump and the contract goes one off. What do you think of that?

If I was declarer the director would be called at this point. West’s hesitation before playing the (2 gives East the unauthorised information that West has a third club, which puts him off playing a third club. If West had only two clubs then a club exit might be the only safe exit because even a trump exit could destroy West’s (Q x x. A competent director would certainly rule in my favour, but there might be an unpleasant atmosphere because the sort of East/West pair who do this tend to  whinge.

Now let me tell you what actually happened. The hand occurred in last year’s Tollemache Cup. I was declarer: East (Roger Bryant) and West (Mike Allen) were strong Warwickshire players. East continued with a third club, conceding a ruff-and-discard and allowing me to make an impossible contract. At the end of play the following conversation occurred:
East to West: Sorry Mike, I know my third club gave away the contract but your hesitation has made life impossible for me. Ethically  I must assume you  started with a doubleton club.

West to East:  My fault. My apologies to declarer as well.

Thank you gentlemen. A pair of top class players who are actively ethical. No ill feeling. No need to call the director. We hear a lot about good players who call the director to get their ‘pound of flesh’. The other side of the equation is  common but gets far less attention. Most good players are highly ethical, and a greater problem is the number of club-standard players who almost subconsciously make use of unauthorised information  all the time and  find ways of deluding themselves that they are playing bridge.




















