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Programme

The Monday Programme for October is:

· 3rd    League

· 10th  Swiss Pairs

· 17th  Swiss Teams

· 24th Knockout Qualify

· 31st  League

Other dates:

Oct 9th   BredonVale Cup

Oct 23rd  Lesley Everett Cup

You might consider entering a team for the knockout, Gloucestershire’s premier teams event, with the winners invited to represent the county in the Pachabo.  For this reason it is a green point event: every match won brings a green point 

Bridge Story

If your left-hand opponent opens 1♥ and your partner jumps to 3♥, what is he trying to show you? The common meaning is that he has a long solid minor suit and he is asking you to bid 3NT with a heart stopper. However you should be aware that if you play in Wales the meaning is reversed. The jump cue-bid shows a heart stopper and asks you to bid 3NT if you have a long, solid minor.

The Irish version is less specific. It asks you to bid 3NT if you have a heart stopper and a long solid minor.

GCBA Results

The Summer change-partners individual pairs was won by Wendy Angseesing.

The summer teams was won by Peter Waggett

The first meeting of the Gloucestershire Tollemache team is on Thursday 15 September at Cheltenham Club at 7-15. Everybody is welcome.  

National Results  

Paul Denning and Patrick Shields are in a team which has  reached the final of the  Crockfords Plate. This was  the third time in under a month that a team containing Gloucestershire players has reached a national final. Gloucestershire also have teams in the Nicko final and the final of the Seniors’ knockout

Congratulations to Keith Stanley and Derek Rue who were in the winning team at the Brighton Seniors’ Swiss Teams. They then teamed up with Richard Chamberlain and Graham Sadie for the second Brighton weekend, reaching the B  final, but they could only come 8th. 

An opening lead

You are on lead, with only your side vulnerable after this sequence:

South  West  North  East

                     P          P

3♥      P       4♥      
Dbl

P          P       P

Your hand is:

♠A7 6  ♥A 8  ♦Q J 6 5  ♣ K T 8 7

What do you lead?

North has passed as dealer but then raised a pre-emptive 3♥ to 4♥. He must have considerable shape because he is not expecting to be sacrificing at this vulnerability. With or without partner’s double you know he is short in hearts and has almost an opening bid. You must lead the ♥A and a second heart to cut down ruffs in dummy. Here is the full hand.

	
	( Q 8 5 3

( K  T 5

( -

( Q J 9 6 4 3
	

	( A 7 6

( A 8

( Q J 6 5

( K T 8 7
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  J T 9 4

( J 

( A K T 9 73

( 5 2

	
	( K 2

( Q 976432 

( 8 4 2

( A
	


Declarer does best to win trick 2, unblock ♣A and lead ♠K. West wins this and must now force dummy with a diamond, creating two losing diamonds in declarer’s hand. Declarer wins and takes a ruffing club finesse, discarding a diamond. This line of play would work in East had ♣K, but West wins and cashes a diamond for one off.

Neither defender found this lead in our Nicko semi final. An interesting sequence: start by leading trumps to stop ruffs in dummy. Then make dummy ruff! 

A desperate contract

How do you fancy your chances in 4♥ in this hand from Brighton. (It is not co-incidence that the bidding is not published. It is X-certificate). The ♣J is led.

	
	( K T 5 3 2

( A

( Q T 3 2

(  K Q 2
	

	( Q 8 4

( J 9  8 5

( K  8 6

( J T 9
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  J 7

( K T

( A J 7 5 4

( 8 7 5 3

	
	( A 9 6

( Q 7 6 43 2

( 9

( A 6 4
	


Firstly, don’t give up. Defenders can come to your rescue and the spade suit is frozen, so they wont find it possible to set up a spade quickly. 

I won ♣K, unblocked ♥A came to my hand with ♣A and tried a low heart throwing a spade. East won ♥K and exited with a third club to dummy’s ♣Q. I now had to lead a low diamond off dummy. East made an understandable error in rising with ♦A, and exited with a diamond. I ruffed, and now only West could guard diamonds and spades. If I now played off ♥Q and a low heart I would have a difficult discard to make from dummy (discarding a spade would allow West to exit with a low spade: discarding ♦10 would allow West to play his ♦K and destroy dummy’s  ♦Q), so I played  a low heart, throwing another spade. West won ♥9 and exited with ♥J. Here was the end position before ♥J was played:



♠ K T 5



♥ -



♦ Q T

♠ Q 8 4


♠ J 7

♥ J



♥ -

♦ K



♦ J 7 4



♠ A 9 6



♥ Q 7



♦  -

I threw ♦T from dummy, won ♥Q in my hand and cashed my last trump, squeezing West.
Bridge Tips

The hand below is really not difficult but I was not surprised to see an experienced club player misplay it. The contract is 4♠, West led the ♠A and followed with another spade, the trump suit breaking 2-2. 

  This hand is not about taking a ruff in dummy before drawing trumps. There are no trumps left. There are two things to do: taking ruffs in dummy and setting up dummy’s long suit. The question is: ‘In which order should I tackle these tasks?’

♠  K Q 7 4 3
♠ J 10 6 2

♥ 8 2


♥ Q J 10 9 

♦ A 6 4


♦ 7 

♣ A K 2

♣ 7 6 5 3

Most players love ruffing losers. The declarer I saw cashed the ♦A at trick 3 and the ruffed a diamond. He now gave the hand some thought: too late! He tried the ♥Q but West won and returned another diamond, taking dummy’s last trump. Declarer now played a second heart, establishing two heart winners in dummy, but they were useless because he had no entries to them. He later lost a club trick to go down.

On the whole declarer  play doesn’t lend itself to slogans or simple rules, but there is one principle that has very widespread application. If you need to set up winners from a long suit, and you also need to take ruffs in another suit, the long suit takes priority.  

Look what happens here if declarer plays a heart at trick 3. The defenders cannot effectively attack dummy’s entries so they switch to clubs. Declarer wins with the ♣A and forces out the other top heart. The club return is taken with the ♣K and only then does declarer cash the ♦A, ruff a diamond and take his two heart winners.
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