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GCBA Programme

The new season starts this month with the GCBA visitors' night on Monday 4th September. There are a small number of changes to the Monday night programme, but as before, it consists primarily of interwoven strands of League matches, Swiss Teams and Pairs events.

The main change this year is the introduction of a Swiss Pairs event, over three Mondays in September, October and November. There are three matches each evening, with duplicated boards. Since seat assignments can be difficult, please do let the Chief Tournament Director (Joe Angseesing, x245682, jangseesing@chelt.ac.uk) know if you are going to miss any evening.

Other dates to notes are

· Ladies/Mens Pairs on Monday 2nd October.

· Bredon Value Cup for affiliated clubs on Sunday 22nd October.

· Leonard Cup (non-experts) on Sunday 29th October.

· Knockout Teams Qualifying on Monday 30th October. 

· Entries for the League close on Friday 15th September.

GCBA Results
County teams cannot report the level of success this year that we have been able to report in recent years. In both the Garden Cities Trophy and the Pachabo Cup the county teams failed to perform at all well.

We can however report on considerable success of Paul Denning playing in the Welsh national team. He played in all four Camrose matches this year beating England, Scotland and Northern Ireland before succumbing to the strength of the Republic of Ireland, to see the trophy stolen at the last moment.

As this is written Paul Denning and Adrian Thomas are in Maastricht playing in the World Teams Olympiad - the first time that Wales (and Scotland and England) have had their own team in the event. The Welsh team finished 13th in their section of 18 (the top four continued) while the English team won their section.

In the European Seniors competition at Brighton last month, Derek Rue and Keith Stanley put up an excellent performance - coming third in the Pairs championship and then won the Teams championship.

Keith then went on to represent England in the 1st Seniors International Cup at Masstricht, with Bill Townsend of Yorkshire, and the team came fourth (behind USA, France & Sweden).

1999-2000        GCBA Winners

Divisional Pairs

Roger Jackson & Derek Rue

Mixed Pairs

Andrew Kambites & Gill Weaver

Flitch

Francis & Jane Otway

Winter Teams

Keith Stanley, Richard Butland, Graham Cornell, Roger Jackson, John Rookwood, Derek Rue.

Swiss Teams

Leslie Harrison, Paul Denning, Chris Philp, Patrick Shields.

Pivot Swiss Teams

Leslie Harrison, Vanessa Allinson, Steve Evans, Pam Pearce.

County Knock Out

Paul Denning, Richard Butland, Richard Chamberlain, Graham Cornell.

Summer Pairs (2000)

Andrew Kambites

Kanwar Rahim (non-expert, again)

Summer teams (2000)

(jointly) Albert Sproston & Peter Walker.

Knockout Final

This year's final was played in late June and involved most of the current County team. When the smoke cleared it was a 1‑imp win to the team led by Paul Denning (Richard Butland, Richard Chamberlain, Graham Cornell). Well done.

One curious situation, which the winners got wrong (, was deciding on which ace to cash against a grand slam! Moreover, it was actually good odds to bid the grand slam. The East-West hands were these

( J98

( ---

( AT7543
( KQ92

( KT5

( AQJ94

( 7


( Q632

and after a 3C pre-empt from North and a bid of spades from South, Kane-Shields bid up to 6H but then Cornell-Hill sacrificed (correctly) in 6S.

The choice was then between collecting +300 in defence (to go with the ‑1430 in the other room) or bidding a defeatable slam. It would have cost 2 imps if the grand slam was defeated but North led the spade ace to allow 7H to make for a 13 imp gain.

The total imp swing was 104-105 over 40 boards, giving an average swing of 5 imps per board. [Of the 5 slams bid, only three made and two of them could have been defeated with different leads] Is that indicative of good bridge or random bridge?

Tollemache Team Trials

The selection committee had more pairs on offer than usual this year, and some new partnerships. They decided therefore to hold a 7-session trial (last session 4th September) after which the top two pairs would be selected automatically and the last rejected automatically.

There haven't been as many disasters as in previous practice or trial sessions (good news?) but there have been plenty of opportunities for lessons to learn over these sessions. Below is the most important lesson from each session so far.

Lesson #1: decide on your defence to South African Texas openings (4C/D showing a good H/S pre-empt). The options include doubling to show the suit bid or as take-out of the major, and cue bid to be either general takeout or specifically a two-suiter. [The pair who bid over 4C found their fit but not the right level, ended in 6Sx-2]

Lesson #2: the standard of pre-empts has gone down recently (although four card suits are still uncommon) and this wide range of pre-empts (which is effective) makes it difficult to judge whether to continue after the opponents bid game. Think about that before you open and before you sacrifice.

Lesson #3: especially against slams, help partner find the right lead by doubling artificial bids not just as a command, but also to indicate any clear preference. With an even choice, partner will draw inferences from your failure to double, so you should double a cue bid when you specifically don't want the alternative to be led. [Falure to double with KQx and xxx in the unbid suits let a slam through]

Lesson #4: know what it means when a no-trump overcaller doubles. The situation which arose was complicated but clear principles need to be understood - is a double takeout or penalty? [The penalty double, due +500, was taken out into a contract which couldn't be made. Taking +200 would have been a good score]

Lesson #5: it was a Bols Bridge Tip a few years back, but we often forget the saying - "the five level belongs to the opposition". It might not always be right but it does pay simply to take the money when the opponents go this high. [Opponents had bid the wrong game!]

Lesson #6:  know when Lebensohl applies. Both rooms bid 1S-1N-2S-2N with the 2N bid being made on a six card diamond suit. Both 1N bidders thought it natural and the right contract was missed. Two disasters flattened each other!

And where have the trials got to? So far Denning-Thomas have a clear lead and will earn automatic selection. Second place is up for grabs with the new partnership of Chamberlain - Kambites in best position. 
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.shields.demon.co.uk/gcba/

