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September 01


New Season Here!

The new GCBA season starts on  Monday 3rd September. During September the pattern is

· Monday 3rd: Visitors

· Monday 10th: League

· Monday 17th: Swiss Teams

· Monday 24th: Swiss Pairs

It is important that you get your League entries done in advance so that placement into divisions can be done before the first night. Names (up to 5 per team) need to reach the Chief Tournament Director by Friday 7th Sep. There is an entry form in Cheltenham Bridge Club.

Entries for the Swiss Teams can be made on the first night (17th September); entries after that night can still be made but must reach the CTD by the day before play is intended.

It's worth noting two particular changes to this year's programme; this year we are encouraging clubs to hold heats of the County Pairs by allowing a 50% qualification and running a semi-final as well as final (as we did a few years back). 

More novel is the introduction of a club qualifying round for the County Knock-Out. The plan is that half the field qualify for a multi-teams first round (first Monday in December) and the top eight from that proceed to the knock-out stages. The County will run a "clubs" qualifying round on  29th October.


Brighton Pairs

This hand turned up in match 9 when Kane & Shields had reached table 17 (there were 301 tables in play!)


( KJ3

( 4

( 64

( AKJ9654


( A1072

( K83

( AK75

( 32
Bd 14 Dealer E

Vul : none
( 98

( AJ6

( J109832

( 87


( Q654

( Q109752

( Q

( Q10


West played 3( after North had bid clubs and South hearts. North led what was clearly a singleton heart, and declarer rose  with the (A, to run the (9 round to North's jack.

At this point North could underlead his clubs twice to beat the contract but instead cashed the (AK and exited safely with a trump.

Declarer now cashed his winning diamonds and when down to the last five cards he held (A107 (K8. South was the same shape ((Q65 (Q10) and dummy still had two trumps. When the first of these was played South was squeezed. He threw a spade and now the spades could be ruffed out and the (K gave an entry to the (10. The key play was the heart ace at trick one, saving the king as a later entry.


GCBA Results

In the Gold Cup, the last Cheltenham team - Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites, John Rookwood & Derek Rue - were well ahead after 32 boards against the number six seeds (Ian Monaghan's team) but all the luck went the other way over the last two sets and our team lost.

The Inter Club Knock-Out is starting up again and Cheltenham is putting forward a record 9 teams. We wish them and all the other clubs well.

Brighton Congress: in the Swiss Pairs the best result was by Ben Pritchard (playing with Richard Probst) equal 20th,  just 2 VPs ahead of Martin Kane & Patrick Shields. 

In the Swiss Teams Ben was again the leading light, coming second in the A-final, while Chris Kinloch and (in another team) Allan & Judy Sanis qualified for the B-final (and came 5th, 6th respectively). In the remainder of the field, the best Gloucestershire pair was Derek Rue & Keith Stanley, playing with Tony Sowter & Bill Townsend respectively, who came fifth.

In the Seniors Congress: Derek Rue & Keith Stanley didn't retain their pairs title but did well in the teams, ending 2nd playing with Jepson & Littlewood.

Summer Teams

This became a two horse race with one match to go, and in the end Roger Jackson produced his third win, and his team-mates from that final session - Ian and Val Constable - moved into second and third places respectively.

This was the prettiest hand from the last session -


( Q8652

( Q102

( 85

( K65


( K1094

( K9

( 42

( Q9742
Board 6 Dealer E

Vul: EW
( 73

( 63

( AKJT753

( J10


( AJ

( AJ8754

( Q9

( A83


East opened 3( and South overcalled 3(. Most Norths raised to game but Paul Denning's partner thought he was high enough already and passed. The doubleton diamond and silence from West suggested that South has at least two diamonds, and that is bad news.

After the top two diamonds were cashed, Alan Sanis switched to the (J which ran to the king in dummy. Next came a heart finesse but - as would be expected after a pre-empt and East showing nine points in the minors already - this lost and a club came back.

Paul was able to win that, finish drawing trumps and exit in clubs to West. West was now end-played and the spade return gave declarer the much needed ninth trick.


Summer Pairs

There was no stopping Roman Klis in the Summer Pairs this year - he won with a margin of over 2% from K Rahim, and then Paul Denning. 

Congratulations must also go to Rahim who was the only player to manage all ten sessions with a different partner in each, and thanks must go to Ian Constable for directing throughout.

A total of 80 players played and there was only one who played more than three times and never came below average; it was Roman Klis.

This hand from session 9 produced a lot of swings.


( 1042

( QJT865

( J7

( 86


( Q875

( A94

( 943

( AJ95
Board 3 Dealer S

Vul : EW
( AK63

( ---

( AKQ852

( Q74


( J9

( K732

( T64

( K1032


After passes from South and West, North got to open - usually 2( (sometimes 3(). East doubled for takeout.

The spotlight now turns to South. One chose 5(, got doubled and wrote down ‑1100 in the card. Another passed and when West jumped in spades East got very excited and bid up to 7(.

Curiously the -1100 score  was exactly an average - at four tables only game was bid, while at the other four a slam was bid.


Tollemache Trials

There have now been eight sessions amongst the trialists and the only plus scores are held by Angseesing & Jackson, Denning & Shields.

This hand from the last session proved especially difficult.


( QJ732

( J83

( 1084

( Q5


( 1085

( Q102

( 6

( AT8732
Board 14 Dealer E

Vul : none
( 4

( A74

( AK972

( K964


( AK96

( K965

( QJ53

( J


East opened 1( and South had a dilemma. One South chose 1( and was raised by his partner to 3( and played there for -50 (some days -100). Over 1(, another South chose to double  (ugh!) and ended defending 4(.

The third South passed and West bid 1N and next came 2( from East. South was now able to come alive with a 2( bid (a cue bid showing the majors)  and he also got to 3( but East-West continued to 4( and played there.

You may have noticed by now that East-West have a good slam to bid but didn't even get to game. What went wrong?

To get to game or slam, West must get excited with six card support. After the auction at the third table, West should have bid 2( over 2( to show a hand much improved by the 2( bid, and now East will make further moves, and at least get to game.
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This has just been updated. Please pay a visit and pass on any advice you have as to how it might be improved.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

