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Programme

The new season will have started by the time you read this. In September we have

· Monday 9th : Swiss Pairs

· Monday 16th : Swiss Teams

· Monday 23rd : League

· Monday 30th: County Pairs

For any except the League it is quite in order just to turn up on the night – but as a pair or team as appropriate. For the League we need to assign teams to divisions in advance, so entries must be in by Friday 20th. Late entries to the addresses at the bottom of the page please.

Other dates for your diary

· Sat 28th September - GCBA Green Point Swiss Teams. Entry forms are now out. To Pam Pearce (01684-293957).

· Bredon Vale Cup – entries are one or two teams from any affiliated club - is on Sun 20th October at CBC.

· Lesley Everett Teams takes place on Sun 27th October.

· Leonard Cup takes place on  Sun 17th November.

In National Competitions

In the Gold Cup, well done to Richard Butland, Richard Chamberlain, Graham Cornell, Andrew Kambites, John Rookwood & Derek Rue who have now reached the last 16.

In the Hubert Philips well done to Cynthia Moore, Geoff Paterson and the Peels who have reached the 4th round.

Summer Competitions Review 

Through months we often call summer we ran the Pivot Teams, the Summer Pairs and the Summer Teams.

The Pivot Teams ran over 4 sessions and we had 14 teams (with an extra team for one session). The winners lost their first match 9-11 and didn’t lose again until they lost the last two, both 1-19! Well done to Joe Angseesing, Noel Downes, Roger Jackson, Graham Sadie.

The Summer Pairs had 84 different people turn up, but only three of them managed all 9 sessions (which included 4 bank holidays). There was an average of 8 tables in play, a tiny increase from 2001.

Curiously we found that Peter Waggett won one week with Patrick Shields, and the following week with Wendy Angseesing. Then Geoff Peel did the same with Cynthia Moore and Pam Pearce. Finally Pam Pearce did the double by following through with Steve Evans! Patrick Shields ended as the overall winner from scratch.

In the handicap scoring, the only player to notch up two wins was Judy Sanis, and she held on to be the overall winner off handicap, followed by Pam Pearce and Geoff Paterson.

In the Summer Teams we averaged 9 tables and the early sessions were so dominated by Joe & Wendy Angseesing’s team, that no-one could catch those two in the final session.


GCBA Results

In the Swiss teams at Cwmbran, the foursome of Joe Angseesing, Andrew Kambites, Martin Kane and Patrick Shields walked off with first prize, ahead of the other 73 teams!

In the Swiss Pairs at the Brighton Congress, we had quite a few players in the top fifth of the field – Derek Rue was in 20th, Ann Swannell & Ray Foulds were 75th, and not far behind were Roy Collard & Mark Hearsey, Tony Bullen, and Roger Jackson.

In the pairs at the Seniors Congress (also at Brighton) the best county performance was from Allan Sanis & Keith Sharp, 5th in the final.

In the Brighton Swiss Teams, best showing was Keith Stanley in a team 4th in the consolation final, and John Atthey in a team 11th in the Swiss.

In the Swiss Teams at the Coventry Bridge Club Congress, the team of Roger Jackson & Keith Stanley, Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields came 2nd of 15, after leading most of the way.

In the Welsh Foursomes at Porthcawl, the team of Pam Pearce, Allan & Judy Sanis, and Keith Sharp came 8th of the 63 teams who played over the weekend.

Summer Teams

The last session saw the leaders score “nil points” but still they could not be caught. This hand proved to be a bidding problem for some, and a play problem for others!
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This was board 20 and West was dealer. The simplest sequence is 1( – 2( – 3( and then Blackwood and 7(. This is a reasonable contract, although both 7( and 7NT are better.

Not everyone, however, got to the grand slam. Some stopped in 6(. This looks easy enough and the lead was (Q.  Over to you ….. clearly you have no problem is the clubs behave, but what if they don’t?

One competent declarer won with the ace and set about drawing trumps. He cashed (K but when South showed out on the (Q he was in trouble. He couldn’t give up a trump to the (J because the opponents could then cash diamonds. So he unblocked (J and crossed to the (K to discard his diamond losers – but North ruffed the second heart and a club return left declarer 3 tricks short!

The answer? A safety play in trumps – simply cash (K and now run (8 round to North. There are no dangers now.

[Column two answer – give partner a ruff before cashing the diamond ace, now there is no discard]
Summer Pairs

This hand from session 8 of the Summer Pairs shows that it’s hard to judge the result by the start of the play. 

The system being played by East–West included opening all 5332 hands within range as 1NT, so that West got to make a transfer bid into spades and East was declarer in 4S!
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South had a natural lead of her singleton diamond, and that went to the queen, ace and a ruff. Now a club return makes life look difficult for declarer, but …

After wining the club ace, declarer’s best chance was to discard his club on the fourth diamond. One of dummy’s clubs could then be ruffed and the other discarded on (A.

So he drew two rounds of trumps with the KQ, noting that North still had the jack. Now a heart to the king and the top diamond, one club ruff and a top heart to discard the other.

Still not quite home, for the heart ruff to get back to dummy had to succeed. Wow – North had the exact 3352 distribution that was needed. Can it be beaten – yes, over to North at trick two. [Look left for the answer]


Tollemache

The county team has continued its training programme throughout the summer. A reasonable proportion of the squad have managed each session, as have a few others keen to learn. The general structure has been to discuss a few themes of interest, and then to play 8-12 boards.

The topics covered at the meetings so far have been

· Smith Peters (high-low at NT in declarer’s suit to provide an attitude signal on the opening lead).

· Defence to high level pre-empts.

· Deceptive card play by declarer.

· Doubles – what they mean in the less obvious situations.

The choices made on the hands played are analysed at the end of play and a number of important issues arise. Some favourites are

· If you cue bid second round control, don’t bid a grand slam unless you’ve checked first with Blackwood.

· In competitive situations, show where your values are, as you show support with fit non jump bids.

· If you haven’t explored this area of bidding (it is uncharted territory), then don’t bid it – but save it for discussion later.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields (01242-570710), ctd@gcba.org.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

