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Programme

The Monday Programme for September is:

· 1st:    Visitors night

(Partner provided on the night if wanted, or bring a partner)

·  8th    Swiss Pairs 1

·  15th  Swiss Teams 1

·  22nd  League 1 *

·  29th  County Pairs Qual

* League entries required by Monday 15th Sept at 7pm.

Other dates for your diary

· September 27th: One day Green pointed Swiss teams run by the GCBA in conjunction with the EBU at Cheltenham Racecourse.

· On Wednesday October 1st  at 7pm (for about 2 hours) Andrew Kambites will give another seminar at Cheltenham Bridge Club. No entry fee. Everybody welcome.

Committee News 
There will be a county wide simultaneous pairs in  October. If your club is interested please contact the chief Tournament director, Patrick Shields on  01242 570710 before 15 September, indicating on which day you would like to hold it.

Editorial

This is my sixth newsletter. I would like more feedback and information from you. The following are particularly welcome:

Well bid, played or defended hands, not too complicated because this newsletter is not aimed at the very top level and space is limited.

Mistakes (non-attributable) if they are instructive. I don’t want lots of stories (however true) about your partner going off in 3NT because he cannot count up to nine.

Unlikely or funny bridge stories or incidents. 

Opinions. Controversial views or ideas are welcome.

Do you think I am aiming the newsletter at the right level? I feel that the county offers a lot more than club players realise and my reason for bringing the September letter out early in August is to give you plenty of time to consider whether Monday night County events starting in September might interest you.  Master point awards for County events are twice as generous as for club events:  for example you get 42 points just for winning a 14-board Swiss teams match. Many club players play only play pairs, which is a shame because teams-of-four is fun.  

The Swiss Teams is an ideal way to introduce yourself to county events. The commitment is only one Monday per month, substitutes are allowed and if you cannot turn up one Monday you are given a score of 8 out of 20 for absent matches provided you have notified Patrick that you will be absent. For each round you play a team with a similar score to yourself so you will win matches.



National Results Gloucestershire players did well in the Welsh Swiss Teams congress in Llandrindrod Wells. Paul Denning and Adrian Thomas came 2nd. Anne Swannell, Ray Foulds, Alec Selsby and Judy Sanis came 5th    Geoff and Joan Peel came 11th.

In the Scarborough Congress John Atthey was in the team which came 6th in the A final.

Director Stories

The Director was getting a bit frustrated with the pair of elderly clergymen sitting at table 7 who were continually holding up the movement. He picked up the microphone and announced: ‘Our fathers who art at seven. Hurried be thy game …’

Summer Pairs

Val Constable continues to set the pace in the Summer Pairs at the time of writing. 

The hand below left half of the field missing an excellent slam,
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East opened 1( and South overcalled 2(. How do you evaluate the West hand?

West has 5 losers. If he had 7 losers game would be bid with little investigation of whether the hands fit well, but at slam level more precision is needed. 5 losers suggests the hand has slam potential, in other words opposite a well-fitting minimum opening bid  slam might be possible. However if the hands fit badly anything above 4( could be fatal, for example Blackwood could leave you doomed to failure at the five level if East has: 

( K 9 8 6 5 3  ( K 6  (7 4   ( K Q J

The secret is to be able to make a slam try without passing game. An immediate Splinter bid of 4(, showing a good raise to 4( and a singleton club, should excite East. East should not pessimistically sign off in 4( just because his hand is a minimum. 4( reveals a 5-4  trump fit , which should make it possible for East to ruff lots of clubs in dummy. East has wonderful cards and the hands obviously fit very well. He should cue bid 4( (only a second round control but with A A K in the black suits it can hardly come to harm) and over West’s 4( cue bid he should Blackwood his way to 6(. 

Another alternative is for West to start with 2(. East rebids 2( and now West can jump to 4(. East would have even less excuse now for a wimpish 4( because he has shown a minimum opening bid and West is still interested in a slam.


Bridge Tips
 What would you bid with these hands if your partner opens 1NT?

(Q 7 6  ( Q 6 4  ( K Q 4  ( Q 4 3 2

( 9 7   ( 7 6 4  ( A 8 7 4  ( AK 3 2

( 8 7  ( 6 4  ( Q T 9 2  ( A K Q T4 

When you learn bridge you are given the benchmark of 25 points for a no-trump game. All these hands have 11 points, and partner may have 14, so should you make a game try by raising to 2NT?

Not all hands where the high card points total 11 are equal. It would never occur to me to bid with the first hand. Queens and jacks are overvalued by the point count, you have no intermediates (tens and nines), there are too many isolated honours and 4-3-3-3 shape is the worst possible for trick taking purposes.

The second hand is far better. In particular 4-4-3-2 shape is better and the fact that your high cards (in this case promising aces and kings) are in your long suits will hopefully help you establish tricks from these suits

The third hand has the most potential of the lot. Admittedly you may have a fatal weakness in one of the major suits but in that case they have to find the right lead. As soon as you get in there should be a plentiful source of tricks. This hand is well worth a jump to 3NT, particularly vulnerable at teams.
Understanding The  Lawbook
Some time ago I held this hand:

( K J 7 6  ( 6 5  ( K 7 4 3  ( 5 3 2

When my partner opened 1NT I was ready to pass, but my right hand opponent kindly bid 1(. I pointed out that this was an insufficient bid and he then corrected it to 2(.
Now let us examine what has gone wrong so far. Law 9B1 says that a director must be summoned at once when attention is drawn to an irregularity. There is good reason for this. When players try themselves to correct an irregularity they often make a mess of it, and by the time the director comes it is far harder for him. This hand was no exception! Law 27A gave me the right to accept the 1( bid, and I fully intended to do just this and bid 1(. The director cancelled the illegal correction to 2( and I bid 1(.

The trouble was the 1( bidder now took offence and seemed to genuinely  believe  that I was ‘taking advantage’. I suppose I was, but Law 72A4 , which is in the section of the law book that deals with Proprieties, tells me that this is appropriate.

Most players quite reasonably don’t know the laws, but that does not mean they don’t exist, or don’t apply to them. The director should sort out this sort of problem, and players should accept his application of the laws with grace and dignity.  

LESLEY EVERETT


There was some uncertainty about the date when the GCBA brochure was printed, but no longer … it’s to happen on Sunday 2nd November – please put that into your diary!














