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Programme

The Monday Programme for September is:

·  Visitors night

·  Swiss Pairs 1

·  Swiss Teams 1

·  Knockout Round 1 

The main change to the county programme this year is that the Swiss Pairs has become a longer, 8-session event, effectively replacing the Winter Pairs in the second half of the season. There will be a 2-session pairs event on the first and last Mondays of January. If you want to dip your toe in just one Monday event, why not try the Swiss teams or Swiss pairs? You are not committed to turn up for the whole season. The important thing is to make sure the chief tournament director (Paul Denning) knows in advance  whether you intend to come.

Remember to enter the Gloucestershire one-day green point Swiss teams event on Saturday 25 September. This year it will be held at at Barnwood rather than the Cheltenham racecourse. 

Bridge Stories

Player A was looking at the notice board in his club. He had been selected to play for county team, but his partner was unavailable so the announcement said he was playing with: A N Other. At this point player B wandered up and spotted the selection. His comment?

‘Do you feel intimidated when you are asked to play with a partner better than yourself? 

Keeping a cool head

It really can be no surprise to find that most of a big field at Cwmbran bid this hand to 6hx:, yet despite the combined 33 points, all the aces present and a 4-4 trump fit with trumps breaking 3-2 it isn’t a very good contract.

	
	( A K 4

( Q J 8 2

( J T 5

( A J 6
	

	(Q 9 8 65

( 9 5

( 9

( 98 5 3 2
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  T

(  K T 3 

( Q 8 7 6 4 3

( T 7 4

	
	( J 7 3 2 

( A 7 6 4

( A K 2

(  K Q
	


The key thing is to avoid becoming flustered. My partner led his singleton diamond and declarer went quickly off, assuming that only doubleton sxQ gave him any chance. He won dxJ, tried hxQ (covered by hxK and hxA, cashed hxJ and tried sxA K, grumpily conceding one off when sxQ didn’t fall. At the point when he conceded defeat the contract was still laydown! All he needed to do was to cash his clubs (throwing a spade) and diamonds and exit with a trump. The resulting ruff-and –discard would have allowed him to get rid of his spade loser.

The best like of play also works. Declarer should not have cashed the second spade. This allows the contract to make if the defender with the last trump has sxQ because when he is thrown in with sxQ he must lead from sxQ or give a ruff-and-discard. The somewhat lucky slam made at disappointingly few tables!

National Results. Congratulations to John Atthey who won the under 19 trials by a large margin. His partner was Chris Owen who comes from Darlington. John will play for England in the Peggy Bayer next January for the fifth year in a row. John is also just back from representing England  in the  European  Under 20 Championships in Prague. They came:………..

Understanding The  Lawbook
Your partner leads (Q against an enemy 3NT contract. Dummy wins with (A and you have a singleton heart. However you don’t want declarer playing quickly from dummy at trick 2 because you have decisions to make. How do you handle this?

Read law 73D. You are not allowed to dither before playing your singleton because it might mislead declarer, for example he might think you have a second heart. The way to tackle this is to play your singleton immediately but leave it face up on the table, insisting all the cards are left face up until you are ready for declarer to play to trick 2.

Suppose you are in 6( and you must play the heart suit below for one loser. You have no way of avoiding a heart guess so you quickly play a heart from your hand. 


Dummy’s hearts:  K J


Declarer’s hearts:  3 2

Perhaps you are playing poker but West is not allowed to play poker in return. He is only allowed to hesitate if he has something to think about, therefore if he dithers before playing low you can assume with confidence that he has the ace. If he has the queen but not the ace the director will adjust the score. He will not get away with saying that he was considering whether or not to play high-low from an even number. The laws place an obligation upon West to be positively ethical: 73D1 says that players must be particularly careful (about variations in tempo) in positions in which variations may work to the benefit of their side.

What if West, with (Q 7 6 4, is caught unawares by your heart at trick 2 and inadvertently dithers? He must then apologise for dithering with no reason, at which point you will know he doesn’t hold (A, otherwise he would have no reason for apologising.

Note that this law is not weighted in favour of declarer and in favour of the defence. Declarer must not dither in following suit to a singleton either. I feel that it is weighted in favour of the player who plays quickly in an attempt to achieve a giveaway reaction, and doesn’t allow the opponents to retaliate, but if we play bridge we must accept the laws as they stand
Artistic Merit

I am sometimes asked to explain how an expert should think when dummy goes down.  I played the hand below in 6dx and the dx3 was led. Can you imagine my thought processes?
	
	( A 6 3 

( K

( A 10 7 4

( A K 9 7 2
	

	(QT 9 87 

( Q 7 6 4

( 3

( Q J 5
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  J 5 2

( A J T 5 3

( -

( T 8 6 4 3

	
	( K 4

( 9 8 2

( K Q J 9 8

    65 2

( -
	


Most people mumble something about making 13 tricks if clubs break 4-4. They are completely missing the point. What is the significance of a measly overtrick when you have the opportunity for two brilliant coups in the same hand? Let me explain: 

Any self-respecting bridge player has two ambitions: to win the first round of trumps with the four, and to make trick 13 with the dx7. The dx7 is called the ‘beer card’. Everybody present has to buy you a pint if make trick 13 with the dx7. I am sure you can now play the hand correctly. As a precaution, be sure to take out from your hand the dx7 and hide it under your bidding box until trick 13. 

To achieve my ambition I had to reverse dummy. I won dx4 at trick 1, ruffed cx2 with dx8,  overtook dxK with dxA, ruffed cx7 with dxQ,  cashed sxK and sxA and ruffed sx6 with dxJ. Now I overtook dx9 with dxT and threw hearts on cxA K. Clubs had not broken 4-4 but I could ruff cx9 with dx5 and concede a heart, thereby making trick 13 with dx7.  

I am sad to relate that when I played this hand (correctly) at Stroud bridge club, nobody seemed to recognise my brilliance. I even had to buy my own drinks at the end! Would you believe that somebody had the nerve to claim that you don’t get your mandatory pints if diamonds are trumps?
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Swiss Teams
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